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The 9th International Symposium

Seeking Reconciliation

the significance of history/memory in the era of division and war

PURPOSE

War brings not only significant human and physical damage but also generates conflicting psychological states such as
anger and hatred among the citizens of the warring countries even after the war has ended. The Organization for Re-
gional and Inter-regional Studies (ORIS), Waseda University, has been conducting studies on reconciliation, shedding
light on the importance of reconciliation as well as its challenges. Last year, a research study providing a universal
perspective on this issue was published. It is "Victimhood Nationalism (War of 'Memory' Crossing Borders)," written by
Professor Jie-Hyun Lim from Sogang University, South Korea. The study focused on nationalism, where subsequent
generations inherit historical memories of victimhood from colonialism, two world wars, and genocides. These memories
lead individuals to perceive themselves as victims of tragedy, and seek moral and political self-justification. Such memo-
ries are expected to intensify historical recognition disputes worldwide in the future. Also, since Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, there has been a global concern about the escalation of a new type of physical violence and
retaliation, fundamentally different from the "memory" wars. This situation, sometimes referred to as the "new Cold War,"
has raised questions about the meaning of the accumulated studies on "history" and "memory" in East Asia. In this
symposium, we invite Professor Jie-Hyun Lim as the keynote speaker to re-examine the significance of the wars of
memory, considering the current point in time as we seem to enter a new era of war.



